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2023 TPackSS Codebook for China E-cigarettes

Section A: General Pack Information

Unique ID

Enter the Unique ID of the pack

Section A: General Product Information

[For this section, code all packs collected in China including duplicate packs.]

[When entering text, enter the exact spelling, accents, and punctuation as reflected on the product.
For casing, enter the text in all lowercase characters.]

A1l. Duplicate pack
Is this a duplicate pack?
(1) Yes

(0) No

A2. Purchase date
What was the purchase date?

MM-DD-YY

A3. Price
What is the price (in local currency)?

[If not present in pack images, enter “N/A”. Please enter the price without punctuation, the
symbol, or currency abbreviation.]

A4. Product type
What is the product type?
(1) Disposable e-cigarette
(2) E-cigarette disposable pod/cartridge
(88) Other (describe)

(0) Not clear/needs discussion
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A5. Packaging layers

Identify the packaging that contains the product. (Select all that apply)

[External packaging is any layer of packaging outside of the packaging/bottle in direct contact
with the product (e.g., box containing plastic dropper bottle that contains the e-cigarette liquid).]

[Internal packaging is any layer between the external packaging and the product (e.g., a blister
packaging that contains the pod inside the external box).]

[Check for and indicate ALL layers of packaging.]
(1) External packaging - box
(2) External packaging - other
(3) Internal packaging - plastic bag
(4) Internal packaging - blister packaging

(5) Internal packaging - other

AG6. Set puffs [if product is a disposable e-cigarette]
How many puffs are in the disposable e-cigarette?

[If not present in pack images, enter “N.S.” (not stated). Please enter the number without
punctuation.]

A7. Pods number [if product is an e-cigarette disposable pod/cartridge]
How many pods/cartridges are contained in the pack?
(11
(2)2
(3)3

(4) 4 or more

A8. Brand name

Enter the brand name on the pack in Roman characters. If there are multiple brand names, enter
the most prominent brand name.

[If the brand name is not in Roman characters, enter the direct translation of the name in English
(if available). If the brand name is not in Roman characters and no translation is available, enter
Pinyin of the name in the response field.]

[Use only lowercase letters.]
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A9. Additional names
Is there any other additional name(s) (e.g., Relx's sub-brand name: Relx Phantom) on the pack?
(1) Yes (describe)

(0) No

A9. Additional names listed [if there is an additional name]
Enter the additional name(s) on the product.

[If the brand name is not in Roman characters, enter the direct translation of the name in English
(if available). If more than one additional brand name, use a comma to separate names.]

[Use only lowercase letters]

A10. Manufacturer name
Enter the name of the manufacturer on the primary pack.

[If the name is not in Roman characters, enter the direct translation of the name in English (if
available).]

[If a manufacturer name is not printed on the primary pack, enter “n/p” (not provided).]

A11. Country where product was made
Where was the pack made?
(1) China (including cities in mainland China)
(2) Other Country/city (describe)

(0) No “made-in” location

A12. Inserts or Onserts

Does the package contain any insert or onsert (not including those with only health warning
information)? (Select all that apply)

[An “insert” or detachable document is anything contained inside the pack that is not directly
printed on the pack, such as a miniature leaflet or brochure. An "onsert" is any communication
affixed to the outside of an individual package, such as a miniature brochure beneath the outer
cellophane wrapping or glued to the outside of the package.]

(1) Yes, the package contains an insert
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(2) Yes, the package contains an onsert

(0) No, the package does not have any insert or onsert

Section B: Nicotine [from this section on unigue packs only]

[For this section, code only unique packs.]

[And do not use information on the tax stamp/sticker to answer questions about liquid volume or
nicotine concentration.]

B1. Mention of nicotine

Does the product packaging specifically mention nicotine, on any of the following layers? (Select
all that apply)

[Examples: "nicotine," "nikotin," "nic sal," "sal nic," "saltnic," "nic,+ bio/level/strength," "salt

nicotine," etc.]
(1) Yes, on external packaging
(2) Yes, on internal packaging
(3) Yes, on the product itself
(0) No

(88) Not clear/needs discussion

B2. Nicotine type
What kind of nicotine composition is in the products?

[Phrases like "sal nic" and "saltnic" indicate a salt-base nicotine composition. If you are unsure,
please only select "not clear/needs discussion."]

(1) Salt-base

(2) Freebase/FB

(3) Hybrid (a combination of salt and freebase)

(4) Synthetic (no nicotine formulation information)
(5) Synthetic salt-base

(6) Synthetic freebase

(0) Not specified

(88) Not clear/needs discussion
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B3. Liquid amount
What is the total amount of e-cigarette liquid?
[Enter the amount in mL.]

[Do not add units. If not given, please enter “N/A”.]

B4. Zero nicotine

Does anywhere in the pack indicate zero concentration of nicotine? (e.g., phrases like “0 nic”,

“no nicotine”, “Jt/E21h T
(1) Yes
(2) No

B5. Nicotine concentration
What is the concentration of nicotine? (Select all that apply)
(1) Given as a percent, (describe)
(2) Given as mg, (describe)
(3) Given as mg/mlL, (describe)
(0) Not given (no given # or units)

(88) Not clear/needs discussion (packs with blurry writing or multiple conflicting
concentrations)

B5. Nicotine concentration not clear [if not clear/needs discussion for nicotine concentration]

Please specify the issue:

B6. Nicotine percentage [if concentration of nicotine is given as a percent]
Enter the nicotine concentration as a percentage.

[Do not add a percent sign.]

B6. Nicotine unit 1 [if concentration of nicotine is given as mg]
Enter the nicotine concentration (mg).

[Do not add units.]
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B6. Nicotine unit 2 [if concentration of nicotine is given as mg/mL]
Enter the nicotine concentration (mg/mL)

[Do not add units.]

Section C: Warning Label

[For this section, code only unique packs. Moving forward, some questions may apply to a
different layer of the pack (external, internal, and the product itself).]

[External packaging is any layer of the packaging outside of the packaging/bottle in direct
contact with the product (e.g., box containing a plastic dropper bottle that contains the e-
cigarette liquid).]

[Internal packaging is any layer between the external packaging and the product (e.g., a blister
packaging that contains the pod inside the external box).]

[Product refers to the surface of the product itself (e.g., pod, disposable electronic e-
cigarette).]

C1. Health warning label location (external) [if pack has external packaging]

Where is the official health warning information printed on the principal display area of the
external packaging? (Select all that apply)

(1) Front
(2) Back
(3) Side(s) (ONLY apply to the external packaging)

(0) There is no official health warning label on the display area

C2. Health warning label location (internal) [if pack has internal packaging]

Where is the official health warning information printed on the principal display area of the
internal packaging? (Select all that apply)

(1) Front
(2) Back

(0) There is no official health warning label on the display area

C3. Health warning label location (product)

Where is the official health warning information printed on the principal display area of the
product? (Select all that apply)
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(1) Front
(2) Back

(0) There is no official health warning label on the display area

C4. Heath warning label visibility due to transparency [if there is no official health warning label on the
display area on the internal packaging]

For the internal packaging, can you observe the HWL on the product due to transparency or cut-
off on the packaging?

(1) Yes

(0) No

[The following is about the HWL on the front of the packaging/product, if present.]
C5. Obstructed health warning label [if HWL is present on front of external packaging]

Is the official health warning obstructed by external markings, cellophane, tax stamp, or anything
else on the front of the external packaging? (Select all that apply)

[Only mark “Yes” if any of the text is obstructed.]
(1) Yes, external markings (e.g., sticker)
(2) Yes, non-transparent cellophane (e.g., cellophane colored or displays a print)
(3) Yes, tax stamp
(4) Yes, other

(0) No

C5. Other obstructions [if other obstruction is present on external packaging HWL]

Specify any other official health warning obstruction on the front in lowercase letters, with
multiple phrases separated by a comma.

C6. Health warning label in Chinese (external) [if HWL is present on front of external packaging]

Is the official health warning on front of the external packaging written in standard Chinese
characters?

(1) Yes

(0) No



Institute for Global Tobacco Control Tobacco Packaging Surveillance System, Wave Il
2023 TPackSS Codebook for China E-cigarettes

C7. Health warning label in Chinese (internal) [if HWL is present on front of internal packaging]

Is the official health warning on front of the internal packaging written in standard Chinese
characters?

(1) Yes

(0) No

C8. Health warning label in Chinese (product) [if HWL is present on front of product]
Is the official health warning on front of the product written in standard Chinese characters?
(1) Yes

(0) No

C9. Health warning label text (external) [if HWL is present on front of external packaging]
Identify the official health warning that appears on the front of the external packaging.
[If there is no warning that matches the warning on the pack select "No match."]

(1) First Group: Smoking electronic e-cigarettes is harmful to health. Do not smoke
electronic e-cigarettes in smoke-free areas (W BB - {i A EfLHE B EL R IAATV B 1
A7)

(2) Second group: Quitting electronic e-cigarettes early is beneficial to health. Quitting
electronic e-cigarettes can reduce health hazards

(LR F-JA A 4 A e B - Ml m] D XS I RO 16 )

(3) Third Group: Discourage teenagers from smoking electronic e-cigarettes. It is
forbidden for elementary and middle school students to smoke electronic e-cigarettes. (

XOBEFF 0 - BB -1 A 1 o/ N2 AR R EB - IR

(99) No match

C10. Health warning label text (internal) [if HWL is present on front of internal packaging]
Identify the official health warning that appears on the front of the internal packaging.
[If there is no warning that matches the warning on the pack select "No match."]

(1) First Group: Smoking electronic e-cigarettes is harmful to health. Do not smoke
electronic e-cigarettes in smoke-free areas (W% EB -4 = (d 5l 15 Z701E 2L R A AT W BB 1~
#H)
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(2) Second group: Quitting electronic e-cigarettes early is beneficial to health. Quitting
electronic e-cigarettes can reduce health hazards

(LR F-JA A 4 b e B M m] D X RO 16 )

(3) Third Group: Discourage teenagers from smoking electronic e-cigarettes. It is
forbidden for elementary and middle school students to smoke electronic e-cigarettes. (

PR R G T SN A UL S i)

(99) No match

C11. Health warning label text (product) [if HWL is present on front of product]
Identify the official health warning that appears on the front of the product.
[If there is no warning that matches the warning on the pack select "No match."]

(1) First Group: Smoking electronic e-cigarettes is harmful to health. Do not smoke
electronic e-cigarettes in smoke-free areas (W% BB 1-HHA SR 1B /£ 25 MR AT ER 1
HH)

(2) Second group: Quitting electronic e-cigarettes early is beneficial to health. Quitting
electronic e-cigarettes can reduce health hazards

(RS - A 4 G B 7CER - M mT D S e e )

(3) Third Group: Discourage teenagers from smoking electronic e-cigarettes. It is
forbidden for elementary and middle school students to smoke electronic e-cigarettes. (

SABET AAE IR BB - AR AR 1k /N AR Y R - HH)

(99) No match

C12. Health warning label location on front (external) [if first, second, or third group is selected for
health warning label on front of external packaging]

Are the warning messages on the front of the pack located at the bottom of the front surface of
the external packaging?

(1) Yes
(0) No

C13. Health warning label location on front (product) [if first, second, or third group is selected for
health warning label on front of product]

Are the warning messages on the front of the pack located at the bottom of the front surface of
the product?

(1) Yes
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(0) No

C14. Branding below health warning label (external) [if HWL present on front of external packaging is
located at the bottom of the front surface]

Is there branding (design elements, decorative border, color not found in label background, etc.)
below the warning label on the front of the external packaging?

(1) Yes
(0) No

C15. Branding below health warning label (product) [if HWL present on front of product is located at
the bottom of the front surface]

Is there branding (design elements, decorative border, color not found in label background, etc.)
below the warning label on the front of the product?

(1) Yes

(0) No

C16. Health warning label - single color (external) [if HWL present on front of external packaging is
located at the bottom of the front surface]

Is the background of the official health warning label on the front of external packaging a single
color?

(1) Yes

(0) No

C17. Health warning label - single color (product) [if HWL present on front of product is located at the
bottom of the front surface]

Is the background of the official health warning label on the front of the product a single color?
(1) Yes
(0) No

C18. Health warning label - multiple colors (external) [if HWL present on front of external packaging is
located at the bottom of the front surface]

Is the text of the official health warning on the front of external packaging in multiple colors?

(1) Yes
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(0) No

C19. Health warning label - multiple colors (product) [if HWL present on front of product is located at
the bottom of the front surface]

Is the text of the official health warning on the front of the product in multiple colors?
(1) Yes
(0) No

C20. Text contrast of health warning label (external) [if HWL present on front of external packaging is
located at the bottom of the front surface]

Does the official health warning text contrast with the warning background on the front of the
external packaging?

(1) Yes
(0) No

C21. Text contrast of health warning label (product) [if HWL present on front of product is located at
the bottom of the front surface]

Does the official health warning text contrast with the warning background on the front of the
product?

(1) Yes

(0) No

C22. Incomplete health warning label (external) [if HWL present on front of external packaging is
located at the bottom of the front surface]

Is a portion of the official health warning on the front of the pack incomplete on the external
packaging? (Select all that apply)

(1) Yes, split HWL
(2) Yes, obstruction of HWL due to cropping, branding
(3) Yes, others

(0) No
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C23. Incomplete health warning label (product) [if HWL present on front of product is located at the
bottom of the front surface]

Is a portion of the official health warning on the front of the pack incomplete on the product?
(Select all that apply)

(1) Yes, split HWL
(2) Yes, obstruction of HWL due to cropping, branding
(3) Yes, others

(0) No

C24. Health warning label area (external) [if HWL present on front of external packaging is located at
the bottom of the front surface]

What is the area of the warning label on the front of the external packaging? Enter the area of
the front official health warning label obtained by using Imagel.

C25. Front of package area (external) [if HWL present on front of external packaging is located at the
bottom of the front surface]

What is the area of the front of the external packaging? Enter the area of the entire package
obtained by using Imagel.

C26. Health warning label percent coverage (external) [if HWL present on front of external packaging is
located at the bottom of the front surface]

Warning label on the front of the external packaging coverage (%)

[Questions C5 — C26 are repeated for the HWL on the back of the packaging/product, if present].

[Observe the information on the external/internal packaging, the product, and the insert/onsert (if
any) to answer the following questions.]

C50. Misleading descriptors

Do any of the following misleading descriptors (including any word combination or analogous
words) appear anywhere on the package? (Select all that apply)

(1) No tar (FEHE )
(2) Low tar/Low tar level (154 Ji1)

(3) Low nicotine ({4 )
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(4) Light (RRE)

(5) Ultra-light (B 1K)

(6) Soft (K A)

(7) Low harm/harm reduction/no harm ({&f& 5, A~ 74 )
(8) Ultra (it8)

(9) Safe (%42)

(0) None of the above

C51. Health promoting descriptors

Do the following health promoting descriptors (including any word combination or analogous
words) appear anywhere on the package? (Select all that apply)

(1) Environmental protection (FA{%)

(2) Curative/Curative effect (f7%%)

(3) Health/healthy (fff&)

(4) Smoking cessation/replacement (Ji& A, 1Y)
(5) High quality (/& fh[5R)

(6) performance improvement (P HESETFF)

(7) Satisfying (33 %8)

(0) None of the above

C52. Preventing sales to minors - Lexical

Is there any language on the package on preventing sales to minors? (e.g., “For Adults Only”,
“Not for Sale to Youth”, etc.)

(1) Yes

(0) No

C53. Preventing sales to minors — Lexical (under 18) [if pack has language on preventing sales to
minors]

Is the language specific to preventing sales to minors under 18 years old?
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(1) Yes
(0) No

C54. Preventing sales to minors — Imagery (external) [if pack has external packaging]
Is there any imagery indication of preventing sales to minors on the external packaging?
(1) Yes
(0) No

C55. Preventing sales to minors — Imagery (external, under 18) [if external packaging has imagery on
preventing sales to minors]

Is the imagery specific preventing sales to minors under 18 years old?
(1) Yes

(0) No

C56. Preventing sales to minors — Imagery (internal) [if pack has internal packaging]
Is there any imagery indication of preventing sales to minors on the internal packaging?
(1) Yes
(0) No

C57. Preventing sales to minors — Imagery (internal, under 18) [if internal packaging has imagery on
preventing sales to minors]

Is the imagery specific preventing sales to minors under 18 years old?
(1) Yes

(0) No

C58. Preventing sales to minors — Imagery (product)
Is there any imagery indication of preventing sales to minors on the product?
(1) Yes

(0) No
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C59. Preventing sales to minors — Imagery (product, under 18) [if product has imagery on preventing
sales to minors]

Is the imagery specific preventing sales to minors under 18 years old?
(1) Yes

(0) No

Section D: Features & Appeals

[For this section, code only unique packs.]
[Some questions may apply to a different layer of the pack (external, internal, and the product itself).]

[Text and imagery for specific appeals should be prominent/noticeable to consumers. Specific
attention should not be given to features that are small, overshadowed, or not a main part of the pack
design.]

[Observe the insert/onsert to answer the following questions.]
D1. Marketing on the insert/onsert [if package contains inserts and/or onserts]

If the package contains any inserts/onserts, is there any branding information (lexical or
imagery), flavor descriptor (lexical or imagery), QR code, web presence, promotion, or other
branding/marketing elements on the insert/onsert(s)? (Select all that apply)

(1) Yes, lexical branding elements (e.g., brand family name, manufacturer name, sub-
brand name).

(2) Yes, imagery branding elements (e.g., brand family image, logo, symbol).
(3) Yes, with the lexical description of flavor/taste.

(4) Yes, with the imagery description of flavor/taste.

(5) Yes, QR code.

(6) Yes, any other web presence like company website, company email, WeChat account,
TikTok, or others.

(7) Yes, promotions (e.g., win money, win items, win cigarettes, win a trip, etc.)
(88) Yes, other branding, marketing and/or promotion elements/appeals (describe)

(0) No

D2. Branding (internal) [if pack has internal packaging]

Is there any branding information (either lexical or imagery) on the internal packaging?
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(1) Yes
(0) No

D3. Branding (product)
Is there any branding information (either lexical or imagery) on the product?
(1) Yes
(0) No

D4. Web presence (external) [if pack has external packaging]
Is there any reference to a web presence on the external packaging? (Select all that apply)
(1) Company website
(2) Company email
(3) QR code
(4) WeChat account
(5) TikTok
(88) Other (e.g., Weibo) (describe)

(0) No reference to web presence

D5. Phone number (external) [if pack has external packaging]
Is there a phone number for the company listed anywhere on the external packaging?
(1) Yes

(0) No

D6. Web presence (internal) [if pack has internal packaging]
Is there any reference to a web presence on the internal packaging? (Select all that apply)
(1) Company website
(2) Company email
(3) QR code
(4) WeChat account

(5) TikTok
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(88) Other (e.g., Weibo) (describe)

(0) No reference to web presence

D7. Phone number (internal) [if pack has internal packaging]
Is there a phone number for the company listed anywhere on the internal packaging?
(1) Yes
(0) No

D8. Web presence (product)
Is there any reference to a web presence on the product? (Select all that apply)
(1) Company website
(2) Company email
(3) QR code
(4) Wechat account
(5) TikTok
(88) Other (e.g., Weibo) (describe)

(0) No reference to web presence

D9. Phone number (product)
Is there a phone number for the company listed anywhere on the product?
(1) Yes

(0) No

D10. Marketing claims
Are any of the following marketing messages present on the packaging? (Select all that apply)
(1) Lack of smell/odor/combustion
(2) Realistic smoking experience
(3) Can be used anywhere, not subject to most public smoking laws

(4) “Smoke free future” or phrase with equivalent claim/meaning
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(5) Other non-health claims to support the notion that ‘e-cigarettes are superior to
cigarettes’

(0) None of the above

D11. Mention of recognition
Is there any mention of recognition by award/standard on the package?

[Emphasizes a company/brand is recognized by an award or standard (e.g., CNAS or MSCI), or
simply “recognized” without specifying a standard or an award.]

(1) Yes

(0) No

D12. Environmentalism & Civic Responsibility - Lexical

Is there any lexical mention of Environmentalism & Civic Responsibility on the package? (Select
all that apply)

(1) Environmentalism: any mention of “recycle,” no littering, “let’s protect environment”
(2) Civic Responsibility of the Company: any program for corporate social responsibility
(88) Other (describe)

(0) None of the above

D13. Environmentalism & Civic Responsibility - Imagery

Is there any Environmentalism & Civic Responsibility imagery on the package? (Select all that apply)
(1) Recycle symbol or signs (e.g., green dot symbol, tidy man, 3 arrows, green leaf)
(88) Other (describe)

(0) None of the above

D14. Technology
Are any of the following technology appeals present on the packaging? (Select all that apply)
(1) Any mention of "technology"

(2) Words indicating innovation (e.g. new, new generation, innovative, modern, advanced,
progressive)

(3) The phrases "less odor" or "odor reducing," etc
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(4) RELOC, resealable, adhesive, Pro Fresh, etc
(88) Other (describe) (Example: anti-counterfeit numbers)

(0) None of the above

D15. Taste/sensation - Lexical
Review for taste/sensation terminology on the packaging. (Select all that apply)
(1) Fresh, freshness, refreshing
(2) Cool, ice, cold, chill, frost, freeze
(3) The word "sensation"
(4) Aroma or smell terminology
(5) Smooth, creamy
(88) Other (describe)

(0) None of the above

D16. Flavor presence
Is there any flavor presented on the packaging?
(1) Yes

(0) No

D17. Flavor — Lexical (external) [if pack presents flavor and has external packaging]
Indicate the presence of flavor terminology on the external packaging. (Select all that apply)
(1) Tobacco
(2) Menthol/Mint
(3) Nuts
(4) Spices
(5) Coffee/Tea
(6) Alcohol
(7) Other Beverages (soda, energy drink, lemonade, milk, etc.)
(8) Fruit (berries, citrus, tropical, etc.)

(9) Dessert (cake, pie, cookie, custard, ice cream, muffin, waffle, etc.)
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(10) Candy (gummy bears, cotton candy, bubble gum, etc.)
(11) Other sweets (chocolate, honey, caramel, vanilla)

(88) Other characterizing flavor terminology (describe)
(89) Concept flavor descriptor (describe)

(0) None of the above flavor terminology

D17. Tobacco flavor (external) [if pack presents tobacco flavor terminology and has external
packaging]

Is there any description of the tobacco flavor on the external packaging?
(1) Yes (describe)
(0) No

D18. Flavor - Imagery (external) [if pack presents flavor and has external packaging]
Indicate the presence of flavor imagery on the external packaging. (Select all that apply)
(1) Tobacco
(2) Menthol/Mint
(3) Nuts
(4) Spices
(5) Coffee/Tea
(6) Alcohol
(7) Other Beverages (soda, energy drink, lemonade, milk, etc.)
(8) Fruit (berries, citrus, tropical, etc.)
(9) Dessert (cake, pie, cookie, custard, ice cream, muffin, waffle, etc.)
(10) Candy (gummy bears, cotton candy, bubble gum, etc.)
(11) Other sweets (chocolate, honey, caramel, vanilla)
(88) Other flavor imagery (describe)
(89) Don’t know/not sure

(0) None of the above
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D19. Youth - Text

Are there any youth appeals regarding TEXT present on the packaging?

[Focus on prominent features of the pack when determining.]

(1) Yes

(0) No

D20. Youth - Imagery

Are there any youth appeals regarding IMAGERY present on the packaging?

[Focus on prominent features of the pack when determining.]

(1) Yes

(0) No

D21. Youth - Shape

Are there any youth appeals regarding SHAPE present on the packaging?

[Focus on prominent features of the pack when determining.]

D22. Cultural

(1) Yes
(0) No

Please indicate any China cultural-specific appeals present on the packaging. (Select all that

apply)

(1) Mentions of any town, city, province in China

(2) Famous buildings, structures, statues or famous landscapes (e.g., rivers, mountains)
in China

(3) China country animals (e.g. Panda)
(4) Mythical creatures in China (e.g. Dragon)
(5) China-specific traditional and cultural items identified by an expert

(6) China cultural nostalgia (i.e. citation of the classics, traditional poems, historical
stories, traditional art/patterns)

(7) Promotion of health or longevity (i.e. mention of Chinese medicine foods/herbs,

"longevity", "long life", "peaches", "cranes", "immortal")
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(88) Other

(0) None of the above

D23. Global/luxury

Please indicate any global or luxury/quality appeals present on the packaging. (Select all that
apply)

|” “"
7’

(1) “Quality,” “finest” or “fine,” “special,” “premium”
(2) Other luxury appeals

(3) “International,” “world”

(4) Other foreign/international appeals

(0) None of the above

D24. Notable other

Is there anything else notable about the pack that has not been captured by the previous
qguestions?

(1) Yes (describe)

(0) No

Section E: Follow-Up

El. Follow-Up
Are there any aspects of this product or packaging that need further discussion?
(1) Yes (describe question number and issue)

(0) No



